
Last issue I wrote about dog food recalls due to aflatoxins contamination.  This 
issue I would like to let you know what is going on with Salmonella contamination 
of some pet products.   As you probably are aware, recently the Peanut Corporation 
of America (PCA) was responsible for shipping Salmonella contaminated peanut 
products into the US human food and animal feed supply.   Salmonella is a 
bacterium that often causes 'food poisoning' in humans and animals and is the result 
of ingesting contaminated foods and feeds.  Through the diligent monitoring 
efforts of the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the contaminated peanut 
products were identified and PCA began voluntarily recalling all peanuts and 
peanut products produced at its Blakely, Georgia plant since January 1, 
2007. The recall has included over 100 dog-related products – mainly biscuits 
and other treats which contain peanuts as one of the ingredients.  The number of 
human food and food products far exceeds the number of animal products.  

There is a school of thought that proclaims that since dogs evolved from 
wolves and wolves ate whatever they could hunt (often dead and partially rotted 
after being dug up after a kill) then the dog's digestive tract should be able to handle 
this challenge.  Not altogether far-fetched but not totally accurate.  Salmonella can 
make even the healthiest wolf sick in some cases.  There is no magic 'looking glass' 
to use to decide if your dog will get sick when it consumes Salmonella or not.  As 
with humans, we do know that the very young and the very old are most likely to 
become infected and have trouble.

The FDA reports that owners should watch their dogs closely for the 
following signs which may occur within hours to days of an animal eating a product 
contaminated with Salmonella: decreased appetite; lethargy; vomiting; diarrhea 
(sometimes bloody); increased water consumption and/or increased urination and 
possible fever.  If an owner notices any or all of these symptoms then they should 
consult their veterinarian immediately.  Blood tests may indicate kidney failure and 
urine tests may reveal elevated glucose levels.  Caught early enough most dogs will 
recover.

So – how do you know if the treats in your cabinet are on the recall list?  
Well, first look at the list of ingredients on the product you are concerned about.  If 
peanuts, peanut butter or any peanut products are in the list of ingredients on the 
package then you can use the FDA's web site at www.fda.gov and search for 'dog 
food recalls' for updates to see if your product is on the recall list (search 'dog food 
recalls' in the search window).  What should you do if it is listed?  DO NOT FEED 
IT TO YOU DOG!!!  You should either return it to store it came from or just throw it 
away.  You should be especially concerned if you have young puppies or old 
geriatric dogs in the house.  Better yet – just don't feed any peanut containing treats.  
Better safe than sorry!

Although I consider the risk minimal, there is also the danger of humans 
becoming contaminated with Salmonella by handling the dog food.  This might be 
a problem with kids who give the family dog the treats and then touch their mouths.  
As with dogs, it is the young and elderly that would be most susceptible to 
infection.

Peanut products are not the only ones that pet owners' need to be 
concerned about for their pets.  In September of 2007, the FDA issued a cautionary 
warning to consumers who had purchased chicken jerky strips that had been 
imported into the US from China.  Pig ears as well as other meat products may also 
be sources of Salmonella in dogs.   

The best defense against gastrointestinal infections, or any infection for 
that matter, is a healthy immune system.  One of the keys to accomplish this is to 
feed a high quality dog food; plenty of exercise as well fresh water and see your 
veterinarian for regular check-ups.  
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Makeover target: Buddy
Markeover artist: Chrissy

Location: Cathy’s Pet Salon
Recently I have heard many Brandywine and she told me of 
stories about the wonderful results one quiet gentleman, Ross, who 
that are being seen with the use of keeps to himself, but not on 
animals to help with improving days when Casey is there.  I 
the quality of life for people with witnessed myself as Ross got 
medical problems.  As we get down on the floor to pet Casey.  
older and our health starts to fail, Kathleen shared that the more 
the people around us seem to fade reserved residents are more 
away.  Friends pass on and young o u t g o i n g  a n d  e n j o y  
ones are older and living their participating in activities on the 
lives.  I cannot think of anything day that Casey visits.
that would bring a smile to my Kathleen took me on a tour of 
face on a bad day more than a the facility before I left.  
wagging tail and maybe even a Brandywine Assisted Living in 
friendly lick on the face.  Many Fenwick Island is like a 
older or ill loved ones no longer vacation condo at the beach.  
live at home and do not have the There is no shortage of things to 
luxury of having a pet of their do here.  A few of the amenities 
own; the next best thing would be Griffon, started his new life with the are a pool, theater room, bar, 
a regular visitor. name Casey.  Casey and Carol took the bingo hall, exercise room, and a full 

Carol Robinson, like many of us Obedience Training Class at Pet Smart.  dining area that is as nice as any 
had recently lost her four-legged friend.  Casey completed his class on February restaurant in the area.  
Not long after her dog passed away Carol 24, 1998.  Carol took notice that Casey Even in a place as nice as Brandywine, 
drove up to the Annapolis SPCA.  As she was very good with people and was with all of its activities, a fluffy dog still 
approached, a puppy was sitting in the happy being around them.  Casey's love seems to make all the difference in the 
fenced area in front.  He appeared to be a of people would turn out to be a world.  Having had dogs most of my life, 
few months old and she was told he had wonderful gift. and knowing how wonderful they are, I 
just arrived earlier that day.  He came Carol had been involved in starting a can completely understand how they 
over to Carol, sat down and put his head program working with children using feel.  I just hope that everyone gets to 
in her lap.  He had already found his new animals and was very excited, suddenly spend time with their pets and enjoy the 
best friend.  The mixed breed, Bassett- the director moved and the program “Casey” in their lives.  

ended before it even started.  Not long 
after, Carol saw an advertisement for 
volunteers wanted at Brandywine 
Assisted Living in Fenwick Island.  It 
seemed to be the perfect fit since it was 
right up the road from her home.  Carol  
inquired about the positions and after 
some time and paper pushing she and 
Casey were in the door.
I went on a visit recently to see Casey 
in action.  At 10:30 a.m. Casey enters 
the door and immediately barks in 
excitement to let everyone know that 
he is there.  People can't help but smile, 
as Casey seems to smile at everyone he 
encounters.  He makes his way around 
the room, led by Carol of course, 
saying hello and getting a rub from 
anyone showing interest in him.  I was 
speaking with Kathleen who works at 

Casey Brightens Days at Brandywine Assisted Living 
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